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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 23-26 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. These claims claim that other subsets of 
images can be sent to another computer for uploading to a host site. Neither the 
specification nor the drawings disclose the aspect of transferring images from one user 
computer to another user computer. The Examiner will take the stance that this is 
simply transferring certain images from one computer to another and uploading files 
from the other computer for the rejection below. Appropriate correction or explanation 
of where in the description is contained in the specification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

I. Claims 1-22 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Manolis et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,583,799) 

Regarding claim 1, Manolis discloses a method for distributed image processing 
comprising: 

The Manolis reference discloses a method for transmitting images for printing at 
a photofinisher. 

It does not explicitly disclose "processing image data at a user computer that 
includes a user memory, the user memory including a user database;" 

However, column 1, lines 53-62 discloses the use of a hard disk. The hard disk 
can contain a database, since it is just storing a collection of image data. Also note 
column 2, lines 32-50. Note that in Fig. 7, the server uses an image database, so it 
would be obvious for the user computer to use one as well to organize image files. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have used a database to organize files. 

The motivation would have been to be able to organize a plurality of image files. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to improve to obtain the invention as 
specified. 

storing image related data and the processed image data in the user 
database; (column 2, lines 32-50) 
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transmitting the image related data and the processed image data from the user 
computer to a host site in communication with the user computer, the host site including 
a host memory, and the host memory including a host database; (column 2, line 51 - 
column 3, line 5) and, 

storing the image related data and the processed image data in the host 
database. (Fig. 7, item 520) 

Regarding claim 2, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 further comprising a 
customer computer sending input data to the host site, and the host site selectively 
retrieving processed image data and image related data from the host database based 
on the input data. (Figs. 2A-2F) 

Regarding claim 3, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 2 further comprising 
the host site sending an image order to the user computer based on the input data 
(column 2, lines 58-67) , and 

the user computer selectively transmitting image data for ordered images in a 
high resolution format to an image laboratory based on the image order, wherein the 
input data further comprises the image order, (column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 5 and 
column 9, lines 28-35) 
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Regarding claim 4, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 2 further comprising 
adding a JPEG header to the retrieved processed image data. (Fig. 4 and column 6, 
lines 44-57) 

Regarding claim 5, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 further comprising 
entering image related data at the user computer, (column 5, lines 39-67) and creating 
the user database based on the image related data. Again, claim 1 discusses a 
database, and it would have to be created in order for image data to be stored. 

Regarding claim 6, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 wherein the 
processing step further comprises converting the image data to a JPEG format. (Fig. 4 
and column 6, lines 44-57) 

Regarding claim 7, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 wherein the 
processing step further comprises manipulating the image data, (column 5, lines 39-67) 

Regarding claim 8, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 7 wherein the 
processing step further comprises at least one of the following steps: cropping the 
image data or rotating the image data, (column 2, lines 41-43) 

Regarding claim 9, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 further comprising 
storing in the user memory the image data in a high resolution format, the image data 
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corresponding to a plurality of images, (column 2, lines 4-10) wherein the processing 
step further comprises selectively compressing, based on user preferences, image data 
for a subset of the plurality of images into at least a thumbnail or a low resolution format. 
(Figs. 3, 4, 9) 

Regarding claim 10, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 8 further comprising 
transmitting the image data for the subset of the plurality of images in at least one of the 
thumbnail or the low resolution format to the host site, (column 9, line 66 - column 10, 
line 4) 

Regarding claim 11, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 1 further comprising 
automatically processing the image data at the user computer when a user requests 
automatic processing. (Fig. 4 and column 6, lines 44-57) 

Regarding claim 12, Manolis discloses a system for distributed image processing 
comprising: 

a host site including a host communication device and a host memory (Fig. 7), the host 
communication device configured to receive processed image data and image related 
data from a user computer (column 1, lines 53-67, column 2, lines 32 - column 3, line 
5), and the host memory in communication with the host communication device, 
wherein the host memory includes a host database, and the host database includes the 
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processed image data and the image related data; (Fig. 7 shows variety of servers, one 
of which is a DB server) and 

a user computer in communication with the host site wherein the user computer 
includes a user processing unit configured to process image data, a user memory 
configured to store a user database that includes the processed image data and the 
image related data, and a user communication device configured to transmit the 
processed image data and the image related data to the host site, (column 1, lines 25- 
44) 

Regarding claim 13, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 12 wherein the 
processed image data further comprises image data in at least one of a thumbnail or a 
low resolution format. (Figs. 3, 4, 9) 

Regarding claim 14, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 12 wherein the user 
processing unit is configured to automatically process the image data by compressing 
image data in a high resolution format to image data in at least one of a thumbnail or a 
low resolution format. (Figs. 3, 4, 9) 

Regarding claim 15, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 12 wherein the user 
processing unit is configured to automatically process the image data by converting the 
image data into a predetermined format. (Fig. 4 and column 6, lines 44-57) 
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Regarding claim 16. The system of Claim 15 wherein the predetermined format 
is a JPEG format (Fig. 4 and column 6, lines 44-57) 

Regarding claim 17, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 12 further comprising 
a customer computer in communication with the host site, the customer computer 
configured to transmit an image order to the host site, wherein the host site is 
configured to transmit the image order to the user computer. (Fig. 2A-2F - the customer 
gets the image order forms from the browser, which obtains the information from the 
host site.) 

Regarding claim 18, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 17 further comprising 
an image laboratory comprising a communication device and an output device, the user 
computer configured to selectively transmit to the image laboratory image data in a high 
resolution format based on the image order, wherein the image laboratory 
communication device is configured to receive the image data in the high resolution 
format and the image laboratory output device is configured to print an image based on 
the image data in the high resolution format: (column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 5 and 
column 9, lines 28-35. Also see Fig. 7) 

Regarding claim 19, Manolis discloses a method for distributed image storage 
comprising: 

storing a plurality of images in a high resolution format and at least one of 
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a thumbnail or a low resolution format at a user computer; (Figs. 4, 5, column 7, lines 
17-42) 

selecting a subset of the plurality of images for transmission to a host site; 
transmitting the selected subset of images in at least one of the thumbnail or the low 
resolution format to the host site; (Figs. 4, 5, column 7, lines 17-42) 

receiving the subset of images at the host site; (Figs. 4, 5, column 7, lines 17-42) 
and providing access to the subset of images to a customer based on a customer 
identifier. (Figs. 2A-F, 8, 9) 

Regarding claim 20, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 19 further comprising 
sending an image order from a customer computer to the host site. (Figs. 2A-2F) 

Regarding claim 21, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 20 further comprising 
the host site receiving the image order from the customer computer, and the host site 
sending the image order to the user computer. (Fig. 2A-2F - the customer gets the 
image order forms from the browser, which obtains the information from the host site.) 

Regarding claim 22, Manolis discloses the method of Claim 21 further comprising 
the user computer receiving the image order from the host site, and the user computer 
sending ordered images in a high resolution format to an image laboratory based on the 
image order received from the host site, the ordered images being a subset of the 
plurality of images. (Fig. 2A-2F and column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 5) 
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Regarding claim 27, Manolis discloses a system for distributed image processing 
comprising: 

a user computer comprising a user memory and a user communication 
device, wherein the user memory includes a plurality of images in a high resolution 
format and at least one of a thumbnail or a low resolution format, and the user 
communication device is configured to transmit a subset, based on user preferences, of 
the plurality of images in at least one of the thumbnail or the low resolution format to a 
host site; (Figs. 2-5) and, 

the host site in communication with the user computer, the host site including a 
communication device and a memory, wherein the host communication device is 
configured to receive the subset of the plurality of images in at least one of the 
thumbnail or the low resolution format, and the host memory includes the subset of the 
plurality of images, the host site providing access to the subset of the plurality of images 
to a customer computer based on a customer identifier. (Column 2, line 66 - column 3, 
line 5. Figs. 2A-F, 8, 9) 

Regarding claim 28, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 27 further comprising 
the customer computer in communication with the host site, the customer computer 
including a communication device, the customer communication device configured to 
transmit an image order to the host site, (column 1, lines 38-44). 
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Regarding claim 29, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 28 wherein the host 
communication device is configured to receive the image order from the customer 
computer and transmit the image order to the user computer. (Column 2, line 66 - 
column 3, line 5. Figs. 2A-F) 

Regarding claim 30, Manolis discloses the system of Claim 29 further comprising 
an image laboratory, the image laboratory including an output device and a 
communication device, wherein the user computer communication device is configured 
to transmit ordered images in the high resolution format to the image laboratory based 
on the image order, the ordered images being a subset of the plurality of images, 
wherein the image laboratory communication device is configured to receive the 
ordered images in the high resolution format and the image laboratory output device is 
configured to output the ordered images, (column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 5 and 
column 9, lines 28-35. Fig. 7 shows a lab subsystem) 

II. Claims 23-26 and 31 are rejectedunder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Manolis et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,583,799) in view of Official Notice 

Regarding claim 23-26, the Manolis reference discloses the uploading of 
selected images to a photofinisher for printing. 
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It does not explicitly disclose 23) storing other pluralities of images in the high 
resolution and at least one of the thumbnail or the low resolution formats at other user 
computers. 24) selecting other subsets of the other pluralities of images for transmission 
to the host site at the other user computers. 25) transmitting the other selected subsets 
of images in at least one of the thumbnail or the low resolution format to the host site. 
26) receiving the other subsets of images at the host site. 

However, Manolis describes the above claimed methods at a current user's 
computer. The claims differ in that one can send images to another computer and 
perform the uploading from that other computer. The Examiner takes Official Notice 
since transferring of information is well known. The Manolis reference also uses a 
website uploading mechanism so any Internet connected computer can perform 
uploading. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have uploaded selected other images from any other computer. 

The motivation would have been to allow other computers to have digital content 
and to upload it there, if that computer has, for example, a better Internet connection. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to alter Manolis to obtain the invention as 
specified. 

Regarding claim 31, Please see the rejection to claims 23-26 above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




